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Evening Meditation 
By M. Winifred Richards 


H, THE kind words left unspoken, 
Oh, the things I meant to do! 
Christ, for me in’ mercy broken, 
Give me strength to start anew. 


May the morrow find me stronger, 
Braver, truer, more like Thee, 
Purer, lest the wily tempter 
Hide Thy blessed face from me. 


Guard my lips, my tongue control; 
Father, nerve my faint endeavor; 

Give me faith that shall not waver; 
Search me; bless me; make me whole. 


we 


When Surrounded by Sin 


Profanity and moral filth run 
rampant in the conversation of Army 
and Navy men. Evidently there is some 
of it even among the women in the 
service. When young fellows from 
Christian homes are forced to listen to 
ribald, irreverent, and blasphemous talk 
it causes real anguish of soul, and con- 
stitutes one of the worst features of the 
war. Some sensitive natures go to pieces 
under the strain, and this conflict be- 
tween right and wrong may be the root 
of the trouble in some cases when boys 
are discharged as psychologically unfit. 
What can a young fellow do in the 
face of such torrents of evil? Well, first 
of all, let him remember that “whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). So there 
must be divine help for a Christian in 


this as in every other trial. Our Lord 
Jesus said, “Not that which goeth into 
the mouth defileth a man; but that which 
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth 
a man. ... Those things which pro- 
ceed out of the mouth come forth from 
the heart; and they defile the man” 
(Matt. 15:11, 18). A man cannot entirely 
prevent evil things from going into his 
eye or ear, but, by God’s grace, he can 
keep them from finding lodgment in 
his own brain and heart, or from com- 
ing out of his own mouth. “The weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds; casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of,God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4, 5). 
By prayer, Bible reading, and simple 
trust in the power of the~-indwelling 
Spirit, a Christian can bring his thoughts 
into captivity to Christ, and, just as He 
drove the money-changers from the 
Temple in Jerusalem, so He can cleanse 
a Christian’s mind. Even though Lot 
was in Sodom by his own choice, yet 
God “delivered just Lot, vexed with the 
filthy conversation of the wicked. ... 
The Lord krioweth how to deliver ‘the 
godly out of temptations” (2 Pet. 2:7, 
9). As Paul voyaged in the coastwise 
sailing vessels in the Mediterranean, he 


could not choose his fellow passengers, 
and he must at times have felt that he 
was immersed in wickedness. (Anyone 
who has traveled in the Near East knows 
how openly and shamelessly sin shows 
itself.) But there is no indication that 
his testimony was ever clouded, for, as 
he wrote to Timothy, “The Lord stood 
with me, and strengthened me” (2 Tim. 
4:17). And think, last of all, of the 
sensitiv® sinless soul of the Lord Jesus, 
as He lived in this wicked world, and 
heard and saw all that we do, but more 
than that, knew the hearts of men. Now 
He is our great High Priest, “touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities,” and 
interceding for His own at the right hand 
of the Father. Let no- believer in the 
service think that he is alone, or “think 
it ... strange concerning the fiery trial 

. - but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings” (1 Pet. 
4:12, 13). . Let him “consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners 
against himeelf, lest ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds” (Heb. 12:3); let 
him also remember that he is “compassed 
about with so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses,” and look “unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, an@ is; set 
down at the right hand of the ot tas * of 
God” (Heb. 12:1, 2). 


x“ 


Responsibility for the Church’s ‘Decline 


IX. Ten Tests of a Good Minister of Christ _ 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


isters and see how we stand be- 

fore God. Ten tests are.suggested: 

1. The Character Test.—What am I at 
heart? Am I truly converted? Has my 
nature been changed by the Spirit of 
God? Am I the person God and men 
expect me to be? Am I pure in heart? 
2. The Behavior Test—Does my out- 


L« us examine ourselves as min- 





Sarl 


Comfort for Dark Days 








“Behold, he goeth before you” 
(Matt. 28:7). 





ward life exemplify and adorn the Gos- 
pel? Do I practice what I preach to 
my people? Am I blameless and harm- 
less without reproof before God and 
men? 


3. The Preaching Test.—Is my doc- 
trine according to godliness? In my 
preaching, do I see the same effects pro- 
duced by my Master’s messages, that is, 
astonishment at His doctrine, opposition 
to myself and His message, and con- 
versions and sanctifications? 


4, The Courage Test—Am I steadfast 
and abounding in the work of my Lord 
despite hostility? Do I suffer for con- 
science’ sake and for Christ? 
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5, The Service Test.—Am I doing what 
the Lord wants done? Do I work more 
for general than particular good? Do 
I do more good to souls than bodies? 
More to many than few? For eternity 
than time? For God’s glory than for 
-emporal ends? 


6. The Lip Test.—Are my. words gra- 
cious, pleasant, and helpful as good 
medicine? Are they words in season, 
God-guided, wise and good, without flat- 
tery and deceit? Is the law of kindness 
in my tongue? Is the Spirit with my 
mouth? Am I free from murmuring, 
complaining, censoriousness, and bitter- 
ness? 


7. The Money Test—Am I free from 
greed of money? Can I say with Paul, 
“I have coveted no man’s silver, or gold, 
or apparel”? Am I free from the sin 
of patronizing people for the sake of 
advantage? 


8. The Faith Test.—Do I really trust 
God? Do I believe His promises, hope 
against hope, and show my faith by 
works? Do I confess my faith? Do I 
launch out on a “thus saith the Lord”? 


9. The Love Test—Do I really love 
God and His people? Do I have the 
love mentioned in the Love Chapter 
(1 Cor. 13)? Do I love “fervently” and 
‘without dissimulation”? Do I love all 
who love the Lord? 


10. The Eschatological Test.—Do I ac- 
cept without mental reservations every- 
thing Christ taught about the future 
destiny of saints and sinners? Am I 
unashamed of His words: “These shall 
go away into everlasting punishment’? 
(Matt. 25:46.) Do I believe there shall 
be a resurrection of the just and of the 
unjust? Do I believe as the apostles 
did? Do I believe in the final eternal 
separation of the righteous and the 
wicked as Christ taught? Do I tenderly, 
and solemnly, preach this, knowing that 
if I am ashamed of Hiin and His words 
Christ will be ashamed of me? 

The above suggestions help to bring 
the ministry into clearer focus. Do they 
bring any shortcomings to our remem- 
brance? If our heart condemns us, God 
is greater and knows all things. 


THe RESPONSIBILITY OF CHURCH MEMBERS 

Church members must bear heavy re- 
sponsibility for the spiritual decline of 
the Church. Many are willfully weak; 
few are purposely strong. The majority 
love looseness of doctrine and practice, 
and tend toward carnality rather than 
spirituality. “Like people, like priest.” 
As Jeremiah says, a horrible thing has 
come to pass, anu “my people love to 
have it so” (5:31). Worldliness, the 
great sin of the Church, is spreading 
like cancer in the body ecclesiastic. 
Close dealings are not wanted. Minis- 
ters know this and are tempted to sugar- 
coat every warning and appeal lest they 
reduce the number of hearers. The weak 
state of the Church is the Church’s own 
fault. We understand the nature of our 
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duty, but will not do it. Conscience and 
reason announce the verdict of “guilty.” 
We naturally are disinclined to do the 
will of God, We chose the ministers. 
Our choice shows the kind we prefer, 
The cause of spiritual decline is there- 
fore in our will. If we will not do the 
will of God, car” we with good conscience 
do anything for the spiritual good of 
the Church and for the conversion of 
sinners? Many in our churches neglect 
prayer, meditation, Christian insfruc- 
tion in the home, and worship in pub- 
lic, They love money, honor; and the 
passing things in this world. The world 
is preferred to God and eternity. While 
it is the duty of every minister to pro- 
duce strong conviction of sin and right- 
eousness and judgment in the minds of 
members, they know the unwillingness 
of the people to hear such searching 
truth and know their proneness to fables, 
so they are prompted to turn aside from 
speaking as God’s prophets to their 
people. 

To all such low-living Christians, the 
call of God is— “AWAKE THOU THAT 
SLEEPEST, AND ARISE FROM THE 
DEAD, AND CHRIST SHALL GIVE 
THEE LIGHT” (Eph. 5:14). God help 
each of us to confess our part in the 
spiritual decline of the Church, and to 
repent of allowing multitudes to perish 
in their sins. God, forgive our follies! 
Save us from our sins; and help us to 
turn back again to our Lord. 

In closing, we urge our beloved pas- 
tors to settle one question immediately. 
This question was faced by the late G. 
Campbell Morgan at the beginning of 
his ministry. A friend recently told me 
the story. In one of Mr. Moody’s meet- 
ings in Chicago, Dr. Morgan was on the 
platform. Mr. Moody closéd the rueeting 
with an earnest appeal to the unsaved 
and invited them to enter the inquiry 
room. He announced that Dr. Morgan 
of London was on “the platforin and that 
he wanted him to speak to those who 
would stay for the after meeting. Dr. 
Morgan told of a personal experience. 
This was his story: After a successful 
Sunday night service, he had retired to 
his study. He felt satisfied with his 
work; but the Lord seemed to ask, “Is 
it your ambition to be a great preacher 
or to be My messenger?” He hedged 
again and again, but finally he gathered 
up all his fine sermons and put them in 
the fire. Then on his, knees he said, 
“Lord, I will be Thy messenger.” His 
life work tells that he was indeed a mes- 
senger of Christ. 

Brethren and fellow members, what 
ambition rules you? Is it to please Christ 
or self? If to please man is your will, 
you will be ashamed in His presence. 
Jeremy Taylor’s “Confession to the Say- 
iour” gets to the heart of revival thus: 

“Lord, Thou shalt find my heart full 
of cares and worldly desires, cheated 
with love of riches, and negleet of holy 


(Continued on page 525) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Millennium in Scripture 


A few weeks ago (May 12) the 
Times published a letter from a Cana- 
dian reader who said, in part: 


I find myself in difficulty to meet the 
objection of those who do not accept that 
doctrine on the ground that Christ’s reign 
of a thousand years is based solely upon 
mention of it in a single chapter in the 
Book of Revelation; it being left unmen- 
tioned as regards all the istles. 


In the answer it was pointed out that 
a period of a thousand years is men- 
tioned six times in the twentieth chap- 
ter of Revelation, which is good ground 
for believing in the Millennium. Only 
one reference was made to an Old Testa- 
ment passage on the same period. Mr. 
Alexander Fraser, president of the Evan- 
gelical Fellowship, Inc., of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., makes the following interesting 
comments: 


I read with deep interest your reply in 
“Notes on Open Letters” to the inquiry, 
“Why do we believe in the Millennium?” 
I realize, of course, the limitation you 
were under in answering such a ques- 
tion within the space of that fine column. 


I have always stressed one additional 
thought, however, to that suggested in the 
answer when that question has been asked 
me. It is that, while the word “millen- 
nium” is only found in Revelation 20, yet 
the Bible has quite a variety of terms 
by which the period of the Millennium is 
described in Scripture. The writer of the 
Hebrews finds it in God’s Sabbath of rest 
which, he says, remains for the people of 
God. Here is the old idea upon which 
chiliasm rested in the history of the Early 
Church —the thought that the inhabited 
earth was to run through a series of seven 
chiliads of experience, the last of which 
would be its day of rest. Then the writer 
of the Hebrews also spoke of this period 
in chapter 2:5 (R. V., margin), “For not 
unto angels did he subject the inhabited 
earth to come, whereof we speak.” Here 
again is a clear declaration which makes 
the doctrine of the amillennialist impos- 
sible. 


Further, the period described through 
all the Old Testament, and commonly re- 
ferred to as the “Golden Age of the 
Prophets,” is a similar period which finds 
its only possible expression in the Mil- 
lennium; again the period of the regen- 
eration when our Lord told the apostles 
they were to sit on twelve thrones judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel; and the 
period referred to by the Apostle Paul in 
Romans 8:18-22, when the “creation itself 
also shall be delivered from the bondage 
of corruption into the liberty of the glory 
of the children of God’; and finally (for 


this hurried survey), the period referred’ 


to in 1 Corinthians 15:25: “For he must 
reign, till he hath put all his enemies 
under his feet.” 


In other words, the use of the word 
“millennium” is entirely secondary in im- 
portance in relation to the tremendous 
testimony of Scripture to the period which 
the Millennium fills in prophetic history; 
and we must therefore, in justice to Scrip- 
ture, recognize these periods, particularly 
the Golden Age of the Prophets in the 
Old Testament, with its overwhelming 
evidence that such a time is absolutely 
required by a great variety of prophetic 
utterances. 
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Pastor re a Little Man with 


the Big Heart—X 


By CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, D.D. 


OST Shantung men are big of 
M stature. For ages they have 

been sought by Chinese emperors 
to fill their armies. The first president 
of the Republic, Yuan Shih Kai, had 
a regiment of them in Peking as palace 
guards —all six feet tall or taller. The 
British had another regiment of them 
in their “colony” sliced out of Shan- 
tung on the North shore, at Wei Hai Wei. 
And such Shantungése were the physi- 
cally powerful men, as strong, reliable, 
persistent workers, whom we helped to 
recruit, by the tens of thousands, for 
the famous and efficient “Chinese Labor 
Battalions” of World War I, used largely 
in France. 

So it was an interesting anomaly, 
proving the rule, that all the men folks 
of Chen’s clan were short of stature and 
slight of figure. But they were plucky 
and persistent. His father and his uncles 
accepted Christ, under the winsome 
leading of my revered senior fellow 
evangelist, Dr. Hunter Corbett. They 
were “first generation Christians,” all 
elders or deacons of the church of their 
clan; and, in the course of their wit- 
ness, endured much persecution in their 
market town. As Chen’s venerable 
father told me, the first time I had the 
privilege of meeting him: “During those 
early days, our hearts were stout for 
Jesus.” By fellow Buddhists he had 
been blinded for his faith, “because I 
so loved to read the Good Book.” 

They and their clan are stonemasons. 
All over the world I have noted that 
such, like farmers and mountaineers, 
have a commendable self-respect born 
of a spirit of independence and self- 
reliance. And the indomitable father 
sent his oldest son, “Little Chen,” to 
our Mission’s schools—primary, zgram- 
mar, high, college, and theological. He 
was ready for a country pastorate— 
smiling, cheerful, alert; humble, but self- 
reliant. We chuckled over him, as “our 
religious bantam”’—he was always 
game for anything that ouglat to. be done. 

For years we, together, tramped and 
“preached on the market,” and held 
Bible institutes, and faced the problems 
of a primitive church; and, by the grace 
of God, solved many of them constantly 
arising in our wide-reaching station 
field. Both in public and in private, 
how he could praise the Lord, and also 
plead with Him! If a single adjective 
had to be used to describe him, it would 
be “winsome.” He always grew on me. 


His Cian’s Stone CxurcH BuILpInG 


As skilled and redoubtable stone- 
masons, the clan reared a stone church, 


How he took his life in his hands to 
save his missionary friend 


. 


Dr. Scott once found himself in a 
tight place when he was caught by 
Chinese Communists without his 
U. 8S. passport. To get him out of 
this dangerous situation, his good 
friend and fellow worker, Pastor 
Chen, undertook a perilous journey, 
which Dr. Scott describes in this 
tenth article of his series. The con- 
cluding part of this story will follow 
next week; and there will be one 
more article in the:sseries of ten 
biographical sketches. 





the largest in our field. What loving 
care they put into it! They worked 
hard to quarry the best granite and to 
use the biggest pieces that were appro- 
priate to their respective purposes. Many 
a time have Chen and I together led 
worship services from its high stone 
rostrum that reached across the entire 
front of the building. Many a time 
have I stretched a large cloth in one cor- 
ner of it and made my temporary dom- 
icile there. Ah! it was good to be in- 
side, safe from snow or rain! 


But human nature is rarely content 
with its blessings. And the humor and 
the irony of the situation became this: 
whereas all the other church organiza- 
tions in our station field gloried in the 
fact (possibly mixed with a little envy) 
that Chiei Chia Chuang had a big stone 
church, yet Chiei Chia Chuang finally 
came to feel a little peculiar, unstylish, 
and therefore unsatisfied; and rather 
hankered to have a brick church build- 
ing like the others. Wood was out of 
the question — too extravagant for any- 
body to afford. The situation made me 
chuckle, as hit off so aptly by my 
daughter Betty, in one of her poems 
written before her college Freshman 
year. 

It Is In Man 
It is in man to never be content, 


No matter what the blessings Heav’n has 
sent. 


No matter how complete may be his lot, 
He wants the only thing that he has not. 


The mill girl sees the “swell folk” passing 


by, 
And for a Paris trousseau she does sigh; 
The millionairess wishes that she had 
The farmer’s healthy, happy little lad. 


The child with straight hair wishes it 
would curl; 

The man with seven sons desires a girl; 

The girl with home and family wants 
romance; 

While clumsy Hiram wishes he could 
dance. 


Mere politician wants to run the State; 
The —— craves some antique China 
plate; 
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I wish that, like the eagle, I could soar; 
And Alexander cried for kingdoms more. 


And yet there’s no occasion to repine; 

God gives to those who thank Him, not 
who whine, . 

Just make a list of all the things you've 


got — 
You'll find they will amount to quite a lot. 


Cuen GRADUATES TO THE BIG 
Stone CHAPEL PLANT 


Chen had proved himself so affable, 
of such sound sense, and so sympathetic 
to all kinds of non-Christians in their 
spiritual needs, that we decided to put 
him in charge of an outstation, as super- 
intendent, in a strategic city, Chi He, on 
the bank of the Yellow River. At that 
point a multitude of people daily 
crossed and recrossed that wide, wicked 
river, using boats ferried by hand, as 
they had done for ages past. Disem- 
barked, they streamed through the main 
street of the city, right at the most im- 
portant corner; and we owned — by the 
grace of God—a big empty lot just 
there. But we needed a plant which 
we had the cash to build—some of it 
contributed by friends of THe SuNpDAY 
Scuoot Times family. And Chen, with 
his common sense and building experi- 
ence, was the man to do the job. His 
stonemason’ clan would furnish the 
skilled and reliable men. They would 
do the work for reasonable wages and 
in the joy of honest Christian witness. 
It was easy to get the building stone, 
cut from their quarries, onto barges; run 
them by short canals into the Yellow 
River, and float the loads only a few 
miles downstream to Chi He City. 


Tue EFrricieENt PrResipInc GENIUS 


It was a well-built plant, adequate to 
our schools and Bible institutes and 
chapel service needs. The church itself 
was an innovation, a two-story structure. 
«We were not afraid of offending malig- 
nant spirits in their skyward sweep.) 
It had living rooms on the second 
floor, for pastor Chen and family. We 
were all proud of the compound; a solid . 
satisfaction, for which we humbly 
thanked God. And we were so glad 
that Pastor Chen was in charge. He 
had a genial genius for meeting people, 
especially strangers, and making them 
feel at home. It was so easy for them 
to drop in to the church building on the 
main street; and Pastor Chen always had 
time for a sincere welcome and a 
friendly talk about Jesus that made 
strangers want to come again. 


PLANNING THE SPIRITUAL CAPTURE OF 
AN ANCIENT CITY 


Repeatedly, for years, we together 
mounted one of the wide ramps of the 
massive city wall (ramps on the inside, 
of course), to walk thereon, and to talk 
and pray over the work. What fascina- 
tion an ancient Chinese city wall has 
for a student-minded person! What im- 
pressive scenes one’s historical imagina- 
tion can conjure up! 

The Yellow River, especially wide at 
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this point, makes a majestic curve, and 
a threatening gesture as it sweeps around 
one corner of Chi He. Standing on the 
wall nearest the river, and squinting out 
over the sand flats between this “China’s 
Sorrow” and the city, one gets the ter- 
rifying optical illusion of the river being 
higher than the top of the city wall. It 
is frightening to see it rolling on toward 
you, approaching so swiftly and grandly. 

Realizing our helplessness in the pres- 
ence of this vast force of nature, we 
always paused at this corner of the wall 
and prayed. The sense of man’s power- 
lessness was deepened by a certain tem- 
ple at that corner of the wall— The 
Temple to the Kwei Hsing, patron deity 
of “the Society of the Scholars,” the 
Han Lin (literally, “the Forest of Pen- 
cils,” which, roughly, in Chinese thought, 
would correspond to the French Acad- 
emy). Standing on one foot, the other 
uplifted like a pawing war horse, and 
with a Chinese writing brush poised in 
one outstretched hand, this god, with an 
expression that was a cross between 
hideousness and comicality, was a con- 
stantly pitiful reminder to us, as we 
prayed, of the futility of learning per se, 
to give any salvation to the mind and 
spirit of man, or any political freedom 
to the life of the people. 


A Dancerovs EvaNGEListic TrIP 


The poignancy of this convictton was 
deepened for us two at this time, as we 
heard the fearful rumors: the Anti-God 
Russian Communists had “taken over” 
the Chinese Government in the South. 
The Southern armies, tempestuously 
converted to Russian Communism, had 
marched as far north as Nanking, com- 
mitted many outrages, and were en 
route northward to capture Shantung 
Province, with our near-by capital, Tsi 


Nan Fu; and then would march on far- | 


ther northward to seize Peking. Many 
bands and companies of their advance 
guards were reported to be scouting 
about in our very region, making travel- 
ing dangerous. 

Nevertheless, it seemed wise, as the 
result of our prayers and conferences 
together, for Chen to “hold the fort” at 
our Chi He chapel, and for me to make 
a tour of our near-by country districts, 
to encourage and hearten our Christians 
and to allay the fears of many inquirers 
and non-Christians. 


CAUGHT E¥ THE COMMUNISTS 


The “white Russians” were in a piti- 
able condition. The Reds had driven 
them out of their land. All these of 
the imperial regime, who had not been 
slowly tortured and starved to death 
or suddenly and violently slain, had been 
sent into Siberian exile, to work as 
slaves in the mines and forests, They 
were allowed no passports; all who were 
able to escape were “people without a 
country.” They drifted southward into 
Manchuria and the Chinese provinces. 
Such terrible pictures of their suffering 
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as we Witnessed in North China; such 
distressing experiences of one-time 
“white masters,” begging in the villages 
from poor and humble yelloyv’ people, 
cannot be here described. Bodies of 
southern Chinese troops, filled with an 
unreasoning fury against them, were 
now in our region, and on the lookout 
for these “white Russian vermin,” and 
keen to desttoy these homeless, helpless, 
countryless fugitives. 


(To be continued) 
we 


Securing Substitute Teachers 
By Low Froelich 


LL through the years of my super- 

intendency, we have had many vol- 
unteers, but comparatively few quali- 
teers (I am coining my own word) for 
substitute teachers. However, we put 
them all through our course of study in 
our teacher training class, and we are 
impartial in giving them ‘a tryout with 
the other graduates in the class. Those 
who do not qualify as teachers are often 
found to be really efficient along some 
other lines, such as “Look Out Commit- 
tee” work, and the like. 

In our teacher training class, those 
who made the best grades, were given 
the first chance to enter the classrooms 
of their choice’ as understudies, —'as- 
sistants to the regular teachers, who still 
took charge as usual. In this way, they 
learned from practical experience how 
to deal with pupils in the classes of their 
choice. Then, in the absence of or, in 
the event of the resignation of the regu- 
lar teacher, they were ready to take 
charge. 

As soon as the first understudy was 
found competent, the graduate, having 
the second best grades in the teacher 
training class, went into the cla~oom 
for experience and instruction as an un- 
derstudy. In this way, our Sunday 
school could suffer no possible dearth of 
teachers in any department, and there 
was manifest a deeper love, added pa- 
tience, tolerance, and a Christlike co- 
operation that could not fail to bring 
desired results. 

When the regular teacher could not 
be present, it became that teacher’s re- 
sponsibility to call up understudy num- 
ber one and gain her eongent to teach 
the class. However, if, as rarely hap- 
pened, understudy number one found it 
impossible to fulfill her promise, it then 
became her responsibility to call up, or 
see, understudy number two, or even 
three, if need be, in order to fill the 
vacancy in the classroom. There are 
different methods, I grant, but this plan 
proved to be the best in our school, for 
it left the superintendent free to visit 
the different classrooms, as usual, during 
the lesson study period. : 

There is no age limit (it is for the 
old and the young) and no study limit 
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to those who enter the teacher training 
class, but every would-be student must 
be a consecrated Christian, and must be 
willing to spend and be spent for the 
Master. 


The course of study is comprehensive 
and well worth while. It embraces a 
deep and practical knowledge of the 
Bible. It begins with the Book of Gene- 
sis and ends with John, the Revelator. 
It leaves no excuse for Biblical illiter- 
acy. We are living in an age that chal- 
lenges us to do our best. Youth desires 
to know, and youth must be served; and 
youth is quiek, to the nth degree, to 
sense incompetency or unpreparedness, 
so why not exercise the same degree of 
care as is used in the selection of 
teachers for our day schools, when we 
select those who teach our children the 
fundamentals of Christian growth. “For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?” (Matt. 16:26.) 


It was almost 10 a.m., some weeks ago, 
when a teacher of a class in a certain 
Sunday school exclaimed suddenly, 
“Here, wife, you take the wheel while 
I look up something for my class of 
boys!’ Those of us who make careful 
preparation for our Sunday school teach- 
ing, stand aghast at such inexpediency, 
and yet, this teacher does not stand 
alone in his incompetency, or at least, 
in his failure to prepare the lesson 
aright. 


If we, as Paul of old, would “become 
all things to all men, so that, by all 
means we might gain some,” it behooves 
us, as Sunday school leaders and work- 
ers, to choose, with conscientious thought 
and prayer, only those who “have been 
with Him and have learned of Him.” 

“It makes no ‘dif.’ I don’t know much 
about the lesson, but —I’m only a sub- 
stitute,” exclaimed a young girl with 
careless abandon, as she hastened away 
at a late hour. 


“Only a substitate?” and yet, it is she 
who carries the responsibility for that 
day’s teaching of the lesson. To her 
has been entrusted that special mes- 
sage of salvation. “And who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14.) 
We pass this way but once: a similar 
opportunity may never come again. 

“Christ has no voice but our voice,” 
so the substitute teacher is representing, 
not only the regular teacher of a class, 
but she is substitute for the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, and to her is 
entrusted a blessed message that even 
the angels of Heaven cannot convey. 

ALbDEeN, Kans, 


An Index of the contents of the Times 
for 1944 may be had for 15 cents from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 




















Lesson for July 22 


Responsibility for the Church's 
Decline 


(Continued from second page) 


things, proud and unsanctified, false and 
crafty to deceive itself, intricated and 
entangled with difficult cases of con- 
science, with knots which my own wild- 
néss and inconsideration and impatience 
have tied and shuffled together. O my 
Lord, if Thou canst behold such an im- 
pure seat, béhold .the place to which 
Thou art invited is full of passion and 
prejudice, evil principles and evil 
habits, peevish and disobedient, lustful 
and intemperate, and full of remem- 
brances that I have provoked to jeal- 
ousy and to anger Thee, my God, my 
dearest Saviour, Him that died for me, 
Him that suffered torments for me, Him 
that is infinitely good to me, and in- 
finitely good and perfect in Himself. 
This, O my dearest Saviour, is a sad 
truth, and I am heartily ashamed, and 
truly sorry for it, and do deeply hate 
all my sins, and I am full of indignation 
against myself for so unworthy, so care- 
less, s0 continued, so great a folly; and 
humbly beg of Thee to increase my sor- 
row, and my care, and my hatred against 
sin; and make my love to Thee swell 
up to a great grace, and then to glory 
and immensity.” 


As a member of the Church of Christ, 
how is it with you? Are you awake 
to righteousness? Or are you asleép 
like the common sort of Christians who 
have taken the Church to be a sleeping 
car to Heaven? Are you losing your 
concern for the welfare of the Church 
of God? Is the sub-zero cold of car- 
nality numbing all the sensitiveness of 
your soul? Are your hands folded upon 
your breast? Do you sleép while the 
law thunders, while conscience screams, 
while the voice of God speaks out of 
His Word? Should not the times be as 
an alarm clock to your souls? The sun 
of the age is fast setting; the night beasts 
are béginning to stir. Awake! 


When Edgerton Ryerson Young, a mis- 
sionary to the, Indians in the Hudson 
Bay District, last visited this country, 
he spoke in our church. He gave us the 
following experience: 


The weather had turned bitter cold; 
the thermometer registered 57 degrees 
below zero. The Indians said that a 
pail of water thrown out of doors would 
be a chunk of ice before it reached the 
ground. On this day, he went with his 
brother, a physicien, to visit some very 
sick Indians. Returning home as the 
sun was setting, the dog trains became 
separated. His was lagging behind. As 
he looked ahead, the sled and dog tracks 
and even his own dogs, sled, and équip- 
meént had turned to gold. He stood still 
to enjoy the vision. A voice seemed to 
say td him, “Why not Bit Gowh on the 
gold sled and enjoy this seetie?” He did 
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so. And the voice seemed to say again, 
“Why not lie down and rest?” As he 
reclined, beautiful music broke upon his 
ears. He had never been so happy in 
all his life. Just then he heard another 
voice saying, “Edgerton Ryerson Young, 
you are freezing to death.” The voice 
aroused him, and he gave thé command 
to his dogs which meant “home.” He 
felt the tug at the traces and they were 
off; he fell asleep. The next thing he 
knew was days later when friendly In- 
dians were working over him. The voice 
of God, which had said to him “Edger- 
ton Ryerson Young, you are freezing to 
death,” had led him to give the command 
to the dogs that saved his life. 


In this hour of our greatest peril, 
as ministers and churches, we need to 
hear the voice of God telling us of our 
true spiritual state and urging us to the 
action necessary to save ourselves and 
others. 


May the Spirit of God arouse us all. 
Ministers and people, awake to right- 
eousness, serve God in newness of 
Spirit! j 

(To be continued) 


Hints from the Hebrew 
By H. Framer Smith, Ph.D., Th.D., D.D. 


A side light on the International 
form Lesson in this issue 


Genesis 13:1—And Lot with him. 
More clearly in the Hebrew text than 
in the English versions this phrase is 
so woven into the text as to indicate 
that Lot was a kind of appendage. God 
had called Abraham, not Lot (cf. Gen. 
12:4). 


Verse 2.—Very rich. “Very” is me‘odh 
(might, power, excess), from ’udh, “to 
bend or surround, so as to make or causé 
to be strong. “Rich” is kabhedh, and 
means “heavy.” Abraham was 4 maf 
excessively heavy with wealth. 


Verse 3.—On his journeys. “Journey” 
is massa‘, meaning “a removing”; hencé, 
“a journey.” The verbal form of the 
noun means “to pluck up; to pull out 
(as tént pins).” The word picture is 
that of a journey, consisting of now 
pitching tents, now breaking camp. The 
same word occurs in verse eleven. 


Verses 3, 4—At the first ... at the 
beginning. “Beginning” is battechillah, 
the verbal form of which means “to 
pierce; to open.” Abraham returned 
to the place where he had opened his 
tent-pitching and altar-building (cf. 
Gen. 12:8). “At the first” is bari’shonah, 
meaning “first in point of time.” It is 
a cognate form of bere’shith, the “be- 
ginning” (first of its kind as to time, 
rank, and worth) of Genesis 1:1. 


Verses 5, 6.—Had flocks _. substance 
wes great. Both “had” and “was” are 
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renditions of hayah, a form of the He- 
brew verb “to be” that means “became.” 
Wealth (acquisition) became their prop- 
erty. They were men skilled in amass- 
ing wealth. 


Verse 6—The land was not able to 
bear them. “Was,” hayetha, is absent 
from thé original text. This shows that 
the land did not become unable to bear 
them, but at the time of their arrival, 
and previous to that, was too small 
or sparse for so much and so many. 
“Land” is ’aretz, “earth,” but used as a 
given site or abodé (cf. Gén. 12:1, “coun- 
try” and “land”; Gen. 13:7, 9). 


Verse 7.—There was a steife. “Strife” 
is ribh. In verse 8 it is meribhah, a par- 
ticipial form of the same word. It means 
“to contend for; to defend a given cause 
or position.” But any such defending 
and contending would make a spectacle 
of men of God in strife before heathen 
Canaanites and Perizzites. Possession of 
wealth and the worship of God are 
mutually exclusive only to those who 
subjugate spiritual fellowship to material 
gain. 


Verse 8.—For we be brethren. The He- 
brew reads, with much moré force, “Be- 
cause men [who are] bréthren [are] we.” 
By blood ties uncle and nephew, they 
were spiritually worshipers of the true 
God, Jehovah Elohim, men who should 
love rather than strive with one another. 


Verse 10.—Plain (also found in v. 11). 
Hebrew, kikar, from the verb meaning 
“to leap, to dance, to be agile.” The 
leaping, fatted lamb, kar, and the swift, 
agile dromedary, kirkarah, take their 
names from this verb, as does also their 
rich feeding ground, the kikar, “plain.” 
Lot chose the pasture ground that would 
fatten well, and produce at the same 
time, leaping and agile herds. 


Well watered everywhere. Hebrew, 
kullah mashqeh. Kullah means “the 
whole of it; every bit of it; completely.” 
Mashqeh means “caused to be given 
drink.” This choice gives us an index 
to the character of Lot, éspecially in the 
matter of acquiring wealth. 


Verse 11.—Chose him. Hebrew, “chose 
for himself.” “Chose” is Hebrew bachar, 
meaning “to examine; to prove.” Lot 
took measured, selfish advantage of 
Abraham’s generous offer. 


Verse 12—Dwelt. Hebréw, yashabh. 
Its primary meaning is “to sit down”; 
hence the derived meaning “to dwell in; 
to remain in; to inhabit.” 





Lot’s well-watered plain furnished a 
site that faced Sodom; Abraham's land 
of Canaan included the place of the 
altar! Great substance can become the 
wedge that cleaves human kinship and 
spiritual fellowship. Personal sacrifice 
is the surest antidote to strife. To self- 
ishness the best choice ean prove to be 
the worst mistake. 





ee 
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LESSON 4. JULY 22. ABRAHAM’S PRACTICE OF BROTHERHOOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 13 to 15, printed text, Genesis 13:1-12 
Golden Text.—Let there be no strife, | pray thee, between me and thee . . . ; for we be brethren.—Gen. 13:8 


Kine James VERSION 

Gen. 13:1 And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, 
and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the south. 

2 And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. 

3 And he went on his journeys from. the south even to Beth-el, 
unto the place where his tent had been at the beginning, be- 
tween Beth-el and Hai; 

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made there at the 
first: and there Abram called on the name of the Lorp. 

5 And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, 
and tents. 

6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might 
dwell together: for their substance was great, so that they could 
not dwell together. 

7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram’s 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land. 


8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and tity herd- 
men; for we be brethren. 

9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray 
thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to 
the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to 
the left. 

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the Lorp 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lorp, 
like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot jour- 
neyed east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. 

12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in 
the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
HILE Abraham’s brotherly pro- 
W cedure is clearly portrayed in 
this lesson, the more important 
thing for us to notice is Lot’s grievous 


failure. We need to learn from this the 
folly of selfishness and of neglecting to 


seek divine guidance in the many crises 


we have to face. 

Lot, as noticed in a previous lesson, 
was ever a follower, never a leader, 
or one who acted under divine direc- 
tion, save when commanded. Later on, 
he fled from Sodom, and even then he 
sought to compromise, and finally was 
permitted to go to Zoar instead of up 
into the mountain. 

Abraham could afford to be generous 
with his earthly minded nephew because 
his heart was set on that “city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Toward 
this he looked, and all earthly inheri- 
tance or temporal possessions seemed 
very insignificant in comparison with it. 

Only as we see a better world above 
our heads, can we put this world be- 
neath our feet. It was this which en- 
abled Abraham to preserve the pilgrim 
character to the end and so to relinquish 
to Lot that which the younger man de- 
sired. Nothing so frees the soul from 
the bondage of covetousness as the 
knowledge of God and the apprecia- 
tion of what He has prepared for those 
who love Him (1 Cor. 2:9). Abraham 
had a very real understanding of eter- 
nal verities and values and so could ap- 
praise aright the passing things of time 
and sense. 

The Historical Setting 

It was after Abraham’s visit to, and 
return from Egypt that the events re- 
corded in these chapters took place. Lot 
accompanied his uncle on that occasion, 
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and we see the results in his later be- 
havior. The time was probably about 
2126 B.C. It was some years later that 
Abraham delivered Lot from the allied 
nations who had carried him and his 
family into captivity after the defeat 
of the king of Sodom and his allies. 


Verse by Verse 


Gen. 13:1—“Abram went up out of 
Egypt ...and Lot with him.” It wasa 
temporary lapse on the part of Abram 
that led him to go to Egypt in a time 
of famine. He found nothing but trou- 
ble there. At last he returned to the 
land God had given him by promise. 
Lot was with him, but although he came 
up out of Egypt it is evident that he 
carried Egypt in his heart. 


Verse 2.—“Abram was very rich.” 
Prosperity was at that time an evidence 
of the divine favor. God had blessed 
His servant abundantly “in cattle, an sil- 
ver, und in gold.” It is evident that his 
affections, however, were not centered 
on these things, but upon the living God 
Himself. One need not be hurt spir- 
itually by great wealth if he holds it all 
in subjection to the Lord. 


Verse 3—‘tHe went on his journeys 

. unto the place where his tent had 

been at the beginning.” Back to the 

place where he had dwelt between 

Beth-ei and Hai Abram went. He was, 

as it were, starting anew on the i:fe of 
simple dependence upon God. 


Verse 4.—“Unto the place of the altar 

. there Abram called on the name of 
the Lord.” That smoking altar told of a 
renewed consecration, a restoration of 
heart to the Lord Himself after the folly 
of going down to Egypt for help. 


Verse 5.—“Lot also, which went with 
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.” 
To the nephew God had also entrusted 
vast wealth, but it soon became evident 
that he did not hold it as a gift from 
God and to be used at His bidding. His 
heart was set upon his possessions, 


through which he was separated eventu- 
ally from his uncle Abram. 

Verse 6.—“The land was not able to 
bear them ...so... they could not 
dwell together.” How often have _ in- 
creased temporal possessions caused 
friction and even bitter animosity be- 
tween brethren who in days of less out- 
ward prosperity were dear to each 
other! So great had become the flocks 
and herds of these two that it became 
difficult to find pasturage as they con- 
tinued together. 

Verse 7.—“There was a strife between 
the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the 
herdmen of Lot’s cattle.” The trouble 
began, not between the owners, or mas- 
ters, but between the servants in charge 
of the ffocks and herds of each of them. 
But such difficulties, if not soon settled 
amicably, readily develop into deep- 
seated trouble and dissension. not easily 
remedied. 

Verse 8.—“Abram said, . . . Let there 
be no strife, I pray thee ... for we be 
brethren.” This was a remarkable ex- 
ample of grace working in the heart of: 
Abraham. In his eyes, fellowship be- 
tween his nephew and himself was far 
more important than convenience in pas- 
turing their beasts. With the Canaanite 


‘and the Perizzite looking on, he ac- 


counted it a shameful thing for brethren 
to be quarreling with one another. So 
he was ready to make any concession 
in order to avoid strife and misunder- 
standing. 

Verse 9.—“If thou wilt take the left 
hand, then I will go to the right.” In 
absolute unselfishness Abram left it to 
Lot to choose just what part of the land 
he would dwell in. All had been given 
to the patriarch by God Himself. Actu- 
ally, Lot had no real title to any of it. 
But Abram did not stand upon what he 
might have insisted were his rights. Lot 
might choose for himself. Abram would 
be content with what was left. 

Verse 10.—“Lot . . . beheld all the 


plain of Jordan ... even as the garden 
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of the Lord, like the land of Egypt.” 
Note the mixing of metaphors or con- 
flict of localities suggested to Lot’s mind. 
As he beheld the well-watered plain of 
the Jordan, he picttred it first as an 
earthly paradise—like “the garden of 
the: Lord.” But the- real controlling 
thought of his heart was revealed in the 
next phrase, “like the land of Egypt.” 
He had seen just enough of Egypt — the 
type of this present evil world (Gal. 1: 
4) —to long for something as closely 
résembling it as he could find. The fact 
that the ungodly cities of Sodem and 
Gomorrah dominated all that region did 
not deter him. He cast covetous eyes 
thitherward. He was to find, at last, 
how unholy had been his choice. 


Verse 11.—“Lot chose him all the plain 
of Jordan,” and so he parted company 
with Abram. “They separated themselves 
the one from the other.” Thus a quarrel 
had been averted, but in a manner that 
was to prove the ruin of Lot’s family 
and the breakdown of his own testimony. 
We do not read in Hebrews 11 that by 
faith Lot dwelt in the plain of Jordan. 
It was self-interest took him there; not 
a desire to glorify God. 


Verse 12—“Abram dwelled in the land 
of Canaan.” There in conscious fellow- 
ship with God, he remained far removed 
from the noxious stench of the immoral- 
ities prevailing in Sodom. But “Lot 
dwelled in the cities of the plain, and 
pitched his tent toward Sodom.” Pos- 
sibly he would, at that time, have re- 
jécted with abhorrence the idea of mak- 
ing Sodom his home town, but it was not 
long until we find him and his family 
domiciled there, as recorded in chapters 
13 and 19. Living in Sodom, he had to 
share its troubles and escaped at last 
only as one saved by fire, when divine 
judgment fell upon it. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There are two verses in the Book of 
Proverbs that might aptly be used to 
enforce the present lesson. In chapter 
17:14 we read, “The beginning of strife 
is as when one letteth out water: there- 
fore leave off contention, before it be 
méddled with.” This was Abram’s atti- 
tude toward Lot when their herdsmen 
became quarrelsome. He refused to be- 
come embroiled in the argument, and 
so proposed a division of the land in a 
way that Lot accepted. The other pas- 
sage tells us, “A brother offended is 
harder to be won than a strong city” 
(chap. 18:19). Abram refused to risk any 
such strife, so by his unselfishness nip- 
péd the possibility of offense in the 
bud. We may all learn from this how 
best to avoid contention among brethren. 


A Lesson Outline 


Tue TRIUMPH OF UNSELFISHNESS 
Genesis 13 
1. The return from Egypt (v. 1) 
2. Béginning over agaifi (V3. 2-4) 
3. Thréatenéd contention (vs. 6-7) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


3. July 15.—G6d’s Purpose for Abraham. 
Genesis 11:26 to 12:20 


Next Week's Lesson 


5. July 29.—God’s Promise of a Nation. 
Genesis 17 and 18 





= 


4. Dissension averted (vs. 8, 9) 
5. A selfish choice (vs. 10, 11) 

6. Separation maintained (v. 12a) 
7. The downward path (v. 12b) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


“Doing Abraham.” Some years ago, 
when an evangelist visited a certain 
local church or assembly of Christians, 
he found there was considerable ill- 
feeling developing between some of the 
older and the younger members over a 
matter which, after all, was of very little 
real importance. But the elder brethren 
were very insistent that the younger 
ones must bow to their judgment, an 
attitude which the latter bitterly re- 
sented.. Sometime later, the evangelist 
returned and found a happy spirit of 
co-operation and fellowship prevailing. 
He inquired how the change had come 
about. “Oh,” replied one of the elders, 
“we just decided to ‘do Abraham’ with 
them, and they broke down at once and 
all agreed to labor together for the fur- 
therance of the Gospel.” 


——— 
Se 





Summaries and Applications 


Abraham’s visit to Egypt was like a 
period of worldliness in a believer’s life. 
It leaves a bad hangover afterward. 

Lot placed great value upon present 
possessions and privileges because he 
knew so little of the power of eternal 
verities. 

Abraham could afford to hold earthly 
things with a loose hand, because he 
had so tight a grip on heavenly realities. 

It is sad, indeed, when worldlings can 
look on with scorn and derision as Chris- 
tians quarrel over their personal likes 
and: dislikes. We need to remember 
Abraham’s words, “We be brethren,” 
and act accordingly. “A soft answer 
turneth away wrath” “Prov. 15:1). 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT’ was it that threatened to de- 
stroy fellowship between Abraham 
and Lot? 


2. How was this averted? 


3. How was Abram prepared to meet a 
crisis? 


4. Was Abram risking his own security 
when he permitted Lot to choose a por- 
tion of the land? 


5. What was Lot’s mistake in choosing 
“all the plain of Jordan’? 


6. What was manifested in Lot’s choice? 


7. What happened to Abram after Lot was 
separated from him? 


nO OO OE Ree oe eS 
? 
(Answers én page 534) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


HE title of the lesson: “Abrahami’s 
Practice of Brotherhood” is arrest- 
ing! Shakespeare, in “The Merchant of 
Venice,” says: “If to do were as easy as to 
know. what were good to do, chapels 
had been churches, and poor men’s cot- 
tages princes’ palaces. It is a good 
divine that follows his own instructions: 
I can easier teach twenty what were 
good to he done, than be one of the 
twenty to follow mine own teaching.” 
It is believed that the familiar prov- 
erb, “Practice makes perfect” had its 
origin in the less familiar saying, “Prac- 
tice is the best of all instructors.” 

The Lotd Jesus:said, “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them” 
(John 13:17). 

Possibly it was this verse which caused 
Thomas Fuller to make his observation 
that “knowledge without practice makés 
but half the artist.” 

A good question for every believer is, 
“Does my practice keep pace with my 
knowledge of the will of God?” 


“Abram went up out of Egypt” (Gen. 
13:1).—It was a mistake on his part to 
go to Egypt in the first place. Egypt 
is a type of the world. That was not 
the land which the Lord showed him. 
Abram deliberately chose to go to Egypt 
when the test of his faith arose in the 
form of a famine (Gen. 12:10). 

Abram learned hundreds of yeafs bé- 
fore Isaiah put it into writing that there 
was “woe to them that go down to Egypt 
for help” (Isa. 31:1). 

It is gratifying to know that a believer 
can go to the Lamb when the wolf 
“Want” stands at his door (Psa. 34:10; 
Phil. 4:11-20). 

Bitter were Abram’s experiences in 
Egypt; and instead of being a blessing 
to the Egyptians, he brought a plague 
upon them (Gen. 12:10-20). The man 
of faith should never léavé Bethel (the 
house of God) for Egypt and the héuseé 
of Pharaoh. ; 


“And he went ... even to Beth-el, 
unto the place where his tent had been 
at the beginning ... unto'the plate of 
the altar, which he had made thére at 
the first: and there Abram called on 
the name of the Lord” (v. 3).—Thank 
God Abratm’s rettirn was complété! The 
altar reminds us of his priestly chafacter 
and the calling on the Lord ¢evéals him 
in his prayerful character; while the 
tent reminds us of his pilgrim Gharac- 
ter. He dwelt in a tent while looking 
for a city (Heb. 11:8-13). 

Happy the Christian who, with the 
spirit and with the understahditig, sings: 
*Tis the treasure I’ve found in His love 
That has made me a pilgrim below; 
And 'tis there, when I reach Him above, 
As I'm Known, all His fullness I'll know. 

And Saviour, ’tis Thott from on high 

I await till the time Thou shalt come 
To take him Thou hast led by Thine ‘eye,, 
To Thyself in Thy heavenly Homé. . . 
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The clauses “at the beginning” and “at 
the first” (vs. 3, 4) should remind us that 
the Lord especially appreciates “first 


* love” (Rev. 2:4), “first works” (v. 5), 


and “firstfruits” (Prov. 3:9). 


The Lord sent His servant Jeremiah 
to.cry in the ears of Jerusalem, “I re- 
member thee, the kindness of thy youth, 
the love of thine espousals, when thou 
wentest after me in the wilderness, in 


.a land that was not sown” (Jer. 2:2). 


That was the time of Israel’s first love. 


“They could not dwell together” (v. 
6).—“Behold, how good and how pleas- 
ant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!” (Psa. 133.) But, behold, how 
sad and disappointing it is when breth- 
ren do not dwell together in unity! 
“Their substance was great, so that they 
could not dwell together.” Alas, how 
often material prosperity is the secret 
of the impossibility of brethren dwell- 
ing together in unity.‘ How lamentable 
to allow materialism to eclipse relation- 
ship ! 


“And there was a strife between the 
herdmen of Abram’s cattle and the herd- 
men of Lot’s cattle” (v. 7).—It is far 
from flattering for a person engaging in 
strife to recall that according to King 
Solomon, the character of the man who 
kindles, stirs, or sows strife is “wrath- 
ful,”. froward,” “contentious,” “proud,” 
and “angry” (Prov. 15:18; 16:28; 26:21; 
28:25; 29:22). 

“And Abram said .. . Let there be no 
strife ... for we be brethren” (v. 8).— 
Abram was perfectly willing to sacrifice 
what the world would call his “rights,” 
to allow Lot to take his choice of terri- 
tory, and the strife ceased. 


The servant of the Lord today “must 
not strive; but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient, in meekness in- 
structing those that oppose themselves” 
(2 Tim. 2:24, 25). 


What a picture Abram is of the perfect 
Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
would not strive for place or thing, but 
“committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously” ! 

How must Lot have felt upon hearing 
Abram say, “We be brethren”? But 
blessed as that was, it is as nothing com- 
pared to hearing the Lord Jesus Christ 
say of those who have believed on Him, 
“My brethren” (John 20:17); and to be 
assured that He is not ashamed to call 
us “brethren” (Heb. 2:11). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents af the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and ae ee conditions under which 
lustrations are a ted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli ay from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 


Emit a ss Ag yg By L—— to 
four illustrations. 

A Christian Solution—Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee ...; for we be brethren (Gen. 13: 
8, Golden Text). A certain ranch in 
California had been leased for several 
years to a fine Japanese family. Both 
that family and the owner of the ranch 
were greatly dismayed when the order 
came telling them that the Japanese 
must be evacuated to the interior. The 
owner, badly needing help, succeeded 
in securing a Chinese family to replace 
that of the Japanese. Through some 
mix-up in dates, the Chinese family 
arrived a week before the Japanese fam- 
ily left. There was only one tenant 
house, and the owner didn’t know what 
to do. However, the problem solved 
itself. Both the Chinese and Japanese 
families were devout Christians. They 
decided that as brothers in Christ, they 
could live together in the one house and 
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be happy. Each day they worshiped 
together, praying morning and evening 
in English. The Japanese helped the 
Chinese to get started with the work, 
and the Chinese helped the Japanese 
family to get packed and ready to go. 
When the time came to separate, each 
family promised to pray for the other. 
In a situation where prejudice and 
hatred might have divided Christians, 
the love of Christ was great enough to 
keep their minds and hearts in perfect 
peace.—From Mrs. A. E. Caldwell, in 
Secret Place. Sent by Martha Oaksford, 
Gloversville, N. Y. 


A Common Malady.—There was a 
strife between the herdmen of Abram’s 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle 
(Gen. 13:7). A Springfield neighbor of 
Lincoln’s was drawn to his door one 
day by the sound of:the crying of chil- 
dren. He saw Lincoln passing by with 
his two sons; both crying lustily. “What 
is the matter with the boys?” asked 
the man. “Just what is the matter with 
the whole world!” answered Lincoln. “I 
have three walnuts, and each boy wants 
two.” Surely, this spirit is still abroad 
today.—From London Christian Herald. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Fighting God, Too.—Let there be no 
strife (Gen. 13:8). “When it comes to 
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Lesson for July 22 


speaking about the power of the Gos- 
pel, I am like the Christian who had an 
argument with a man who was. not. 
The man who was not said he was go- 
ing to beat up the Christian the next 
time he saw him. The Christian decided 
that the best way to avoid that was to 
keep out of the other fellow’s way. He 
did it successfully for a time and then 
one day he ran right into him on the 
street. He saw that there was no use 
trying .to escape, so he stepped up to 
him and said, ‘Say, would you mind if 
I did a little praying before you start in?’ 
The other said, ‘You’d better be doing 
some praying, and you’d better be doing 
it now.’ The Christian dropped on his 
knees and prayed, ‘Oh, Lord, help me to 
give this fellow the worst beating he 
ever had in his life!’ When he opened 
his eyes and looked up, the man was 
gone. Later a friend asked the man 
who ran away, ‘What was the matter? 
You’re not yellow, are you?’ He re- 
plied, ‘No, I’m not yellow, but I wasn’t 
going to fight him and God, too.”’”— 
From R. G. LeTourneau, quoted in Al- 
bert W. Lorimer’s “God Runs My Busi- 
ness.” Sent by Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka 
Park, N. Y. 


Insanity Doesn’t Lie That Way.—lIs 
not the whole land before thee? ... 
if thou wilt take the left hand, then 
I will go to the right; or if thou depart 
to the right hand, then I will go to the 
left (Gen. 13:9). It’s a queer thing that 
you never hear of anybody who has done 
a_good deed claiming to have been tem- 
porarily insane—From World Outlook. 
Sent by W. & Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Which -Way Are You Pumping?— 
Then Lot chose him all the plain of 
Jordan; and Lot journeyed east (Gen. 
13:11). The captain and crew of the 
French ship L’Amerique had had a great 
deal of trouble with their ship, so new 
pumps were installed. At sea, they set 
the pumps to work to get some water 
out of the hold, but word came to the 
bridge that the water was rising rap- 
idly. They pumped desperately, but 
the entire hold became flooded and 
finally they abandoned the ship. Later, 
a British whaler came upon the water- 
logged vessel. The seamen boarded her, 
worked the pumps, and soon had her 
floating high and dry. Later, when they 
met, the French captain asked the Brit- 
ish captain what had been the~matter 
with the boat. “Oh, nothing,” said the 
latter, “except that you were pumping 
the water in instead of out.” This mis- 
take cost the Compagnie Transatlantique 
a mere 48,000 pounds in salvage money ! 
—From the Christian Standard. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Lincoln, Nebr. Prize 
illustration. 


The High Cost of Associates—Lot ... 
pitched his tent toward Sodom (Gen. 
13:12). “Always unsafe. A great es- 
tate, but bad neighbors. So men take 
their families into a moral desert for 
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the sake of a garden to play in.”—From 
Dwight L. Moody’s “Notes From My 
Bible.’ ent by Nel - el ackson, 

Keuhi Park, N.Y, .| Wj f ran 

4 , j 
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For, Primary ibaachers 

By Ethel S. Low 
Topie and ;S¢eriptyre:  -y 
Wen -Abraham Gave>Up -Piret*Choice 
_ Gey J3: AD 
OW we all naturally want to have 
our own way and have the best 
apple in the basket, the best seat at the 
table, the first choice of everything! 
If you don’t believe this, just listen to 
a group of children playing, children 
of' Primary age who are too young to 
have had very much training along this 
line and have no inhibitions, but act 
according to their natural inclinations. 
Why do they quarrel? Because they 
are inherently selfish. The child who 
is naturally unselfish is rare. To be 
perfectly frank, the adult who is unself- 
ish is generally so by the grace of God, 
because he is a spiritual man rather 
than a natural man. 


We have a picture of the two kinds 
of men in today’s lesson. Abraham was 
Lot’s uncle, Lot’s father having died. 
We can quite easily believe Abraham 
had been as a father to Lot. He had 
taken him with him to the Promised 
Land, and apparently had given him a 
start in life. Abraham surely had mer- 
ited some consideration from Lot, but 
we find Lot had gained flocks and herds 
and tents, and his hired men and the 
herdsmen of Abraham were continually 
quarreling. Lot could have stopped the 
strife by moving away from Abraham, 
but we find Abraham taking ‘the first 
step toward peace, suggesting that Lot 
choose which land he wanted and move 
there, and he, Abraham, would go in the 
other direction. 


Lot had first choice, and he greedily 
chose all the well-watered, fertile val- 
ley of the Jordan, and Abraham dwelt 
in the hill country. Lot had all the 
natural advantage. We wonder how he 
could have been so selfish, and we mar- 
vel at the patience and unselfishness of 
Abraham, who let him take the best of 
the land. 


But we see later what awful trouble 
Lot’s selfishness brought him into, and 
how he lost his wife and all that he had 
taken, and with his two daughters barely 
escaped destruction. And God abun- 
dantly blessed. Abraham, and gave him 
great and precious promises, some of 





A helpful lesson side light, 
“Hints From the Hebrew,” by H. 
Framer Smith, will be found on 
page 525 of this issue of the 
TIMEs. 
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New! Complete! Different! 






>> Everything you need for this dramatic 

teaching method which makes your les- 
sons live! Visual presentation with Flannel 
Art is 6 times as effective as oral lesson. 


10 Amazing Advantages 
Flannel Art Lessons are economical—only $1 .50per quar- 
ter, (mailing 10e extra). Lessons follow International 

Figures and scenery beautifully colored 
Also folding easel, Flannel Boards, 


included. 
Flannel Art Janior Hand-Work Book, etc., at low cost. 
Order your sapplies for the next quarter Now! 


Inquiries glodly d—porticolors free 
Tue Hic.ey PRESS, Dept.'st, Butler, Ind. 

















No More Financial Worries 
and we’ve done something 
fine for the Old Book: 





The Holy Bible! It’s always meant a lot to us 
—helped us stand up against life’s hardest 
knocks. We wanted to have a real share in 
giving it to other folks, 

Then someone told us about the American 
Bible Society’s Annuity Plan and we discov- 
ered how we could do something fine for the 
Old Book and at the same time protect our 
income for the future, 

Those checks from the Society have never 
failed to arrive on time—and they’re gener- 
ous too. Besides—they’re backed up by. the 
Society’s nearly 100 years of experience in 
writing annuity agreements. 

Why not send the coupon today and learn 
how this Plan can fit your needs and at the 
same time help to further the distribution of 
the Word throughout the world. 


— MB MAIL THE courON topay 
American Bible Society, 4 
Bible . 


I House, New York, N. 


I Please send me, without obligation, your | 
{ booklet 83-38 entitled “A Gift That Lives.’ J 
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ARE YOU es 18 and 32 years of 


IF SO bo et ly \seastees 9 giving your life as 


Write today to: 


SIDNEY CORRELL 
Boz 8, Riverdale Station 


Old Fashioned Revival 


Dayton, Ohio 














Monthly Publication; “The Bible Today” 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered by 

New York State Regents to grant degrees in Theology and Christian 

Education, as wéll as the Biblé Institute and Missionary Medical 

Course diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 





Through the Bible Study 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
J. ® 

Foeagentey eth Be 

| Ben Vacanon ple’s ga issionary 
eetings, and Home Study. 
Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 











Needed Now 


Nurses - Nurses Aids 
Attendants - Workers 
Student Nurses 
Summer Help 
Men and Women 


Write: Supervisor of Nurses 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 























WHERE PRAYER PREVAILS 


Train for needed Christian service at this Bible 
School — in scanery of the te A Aye 
mountain scenery of w himed Columbva Columbia River ote on 
added inspiration. courses, FREE tuiti 


strong faculty, pa oe uk for outolon’ 


Interesting Monthly sent Free for a year 
to All Inquirers. 
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School of the 


BIBLE 


Wilterd M. Aidrich, Th.D., President 
8. B. SUTCLIFFE, D.D. JOUN G. MITCHELL, D.D. 
Chairman of Trustee Board Vice President 
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which have beén fulfilled, and somé 
that still await fulfillment. 

Tell the children the story, emphasiz- 
ing the fact that selfishness never pays 
in the long run. A selfish child may 
get more things or more favors, but he 
misses the love and friendships that the 
generous, unselfish child gains. 

Constant training may make the self- 
ish child more considerate, but only the 
entrance of -the Holy Spirit into the 
heart can really drive out self. So the 
important thing is to lead the child to 
love the Lord Jesus Christ, and accept 
Him as Saviour. If the love of the Lord 
fills any heart, love of self dies. 

To illustrate the lesson, contrast Abra- 


ham and Lot. You can use the black- 
board something like this: 
Abraham Lot 


The hill country The rich plain 

God’s promises ,Carried away captive 

Lot rescued by Abra- Liv in Sodom 
ham 

Called the friend of Sodom destroyed 
God 


Isaac given Escapes with his life 
Christ to be of his Moab and Amon, his 
family sons 
Quiz 
1. Where had: Abraham, Sarah, and Lot 
been? 


2. Why couldn't théy live together peace- 
ably at Bethel? 
3. What did Lot choose? 
4. What was left for Abraham? 
5. Which man did God bless? 
Mopesto, CAuir. 
% 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, how often you hear the 
expression, “It is only a matter of 
choice.” It is said rather carelessly 
sometimes, as though it were a matter 
of small consequence. It may or may 
not be; but many times what seems to 
be a little thing to decide turns out to 
be a big order. A bird’s feather starting 
to fall lightly upon the surface of a 
tiny lake in the northwest pauses mo- 
mentarily, shifted by varying breezes, 
then passes out of one of two outlets. 
The one on the east carries it to the 
Mississippi and out into the Gulf of 
Mexico; the other on the west leads to 
the Pacific Ocean. A bird’s feather is a 
trifle, but there at the beginning of 
its long journey it seems to have a 
choice between two. great dedtinies. 
Youth makes choices much like that. 
In today’s lésson, Abram and Lot make 
choices. Abram in a magnanimous spirit 
allows Lot to choose first. Lot in a self- 
seeking spirit seizes the privilege and 
chooses Sodom. The consequences of 
both choices were tremendous; in Lot's 
case they were tragic. In Abram’s case, 
the choice kept him in the way of ful- 
fillment of all the blessedness of God’s 
rich promises. 
It is interesting and helpful to note 
in Bible history from the very begin- 
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ning.and all the way down the line how 
the mattér of an initial choice was a 
determining factor in the destiny, for 
good or bad to the choosér. Adam and 
Eve made a choice which resulted in 
the condémnation of the human race. It 
was a choice made apparefitly upon the 
whim of a moment, chodsing something 
entirely unnecessary. Cain chose to 
humor his own pride in the matter of 
an altar sacrifice, which led him to mur- 
der his brother Abel, and to defy God 
when he was called to account, with the 
resultant banishment from God’s pres- 
ence? 

Enoch and Noah chose to walk with 
God amidst a rebellious world about 
them. Abram, as we see in the present 
study, chose the faith of obedience which 
elevated him to the exalted title, “friend 
of God.” Jacob chose to give God a tenth 
of all his increase and became one of 
the mountain peaks in God’s range of 
worthies. 

Joseph made a choice of purity in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





ABRANANS PRACTICE Of ARoTHERMOOD 


+ 





























Lesson for July 22 


house of Potiphar and’ rose to the sec- 
ond place of power in Egypt, enabling 
him to become a savior to his people. 
Moses chose “rather to suffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season; es- 
teeming the reproach of Chnist greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb. 
11:24-26). Joshua, conqueror of Canaan, 
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challenged Israel:' “Choose you this day 
whom’ ye will serve ... . as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord” 
(Josh. 24:15). 

Gideon chose to fight with the “sword 
of the Lord” against great odds, and he 
put the Amalekite hordes to flight. Da- 
vid, in early youth, chose the Lord as 
his Shepherd; how mightily he fought 
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Goliath and. became the king of Israel! 
Sqlomon chose wisely at the first and 
reaped a rich reward, but he slipped and 
chose foolishly, when heathen wives and 
idolatry worked his undoing. Josiah, 
when he was but a youth and his “heart 
was tender” (see 2 Kings 22:19), chose 
to humble himself before the Lord, and 
restored the Word of God to its rightful 











Summer 


Camps and Conferences 





A Conference at the Seashore 
HARVEY CEDARS 


LONG BEACH ISLAND, N. J. 


Owned and rated by the Harvey Cedars 
: Bible Teodhvtedien Casiasanee, Inc. 


Conferences from June 23 to Sept. 4 


Address: JACK MURRAY, Director 
Harvey Cedars New Jersey 


For a vacation with a blessing. . . 
North Mountain Bible Conference 


(Near Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 


July 16th - August 19th 





For free illustrated folder, write: 


ROBERT LANCASTER 
Box 22 Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 


Plan to Come to the 
Winona Lake Bible Conference 


4Slst Annual Session, ideal outdoor setting, fore- 
most Bible teachers and preachers. 


4 weeks — July 29 to August 26 
Address Arthur W. McKee, Executive Manager, 
Dept. SS 7-45. 

Winona Lake Christian Assembly, Inc. 
Winona Lake - . ° Indiana 





“MARANATH A” 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Open from June 24 to September 3 


A vacation for all the family. Great speakers, lead- 
ing musicians, 300 wooded acres, % mile of shore 


modations at low cost. Make reservations early. 

Rates to armed forces. New music and art school. 
Dept. TB 

H. M. SKINNER, Mgr. Muskegon, Michigan 


line. Famous for good food and modern accom- - 


VICTORY THAT IS SURE 


AMERICA’S KESWICK 
KESWICK GROVE, N. J. 
“Where God Speaks to Hearts” 
From Memorial Day Through Labor Day 
Spiritual, internationally known speakers. Program 
sent upon request. Write 


VICTORIOUS LIFE TESTIMONY 
1201 Chestnut Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





Vacation with a Blessing. [Easily accessible by 
train or trolley and bus from Philadelphia. 


BETHANNA 
Bible and Missionary Conferences - 
Southampton, Pa. 
June 30 to September 3 


Address 
BETHANNA BIBLE CONFERENCE - Southampton, Pa. 





MIDWEST KESWICK 


MOUND, MINN. 
On the shores of Lake Minnetonka 
Write for 1945 folder 





Christian camps and conferences 
offer opportunities not only for recre- 
ation and fellowship, but for definite 
spiritual blessing and refreshment as 
well. Information concerning anum- 
ber of these fine camps and conferences 
is given on this page. 





A Refreshing Time of Blessing at 


The Erieside Bible Conference 
East 315th St. and Lake Shore Bivd. 
Willowick, near Cleveland, Ohio 


Address: Pastor Charles A. Ohman 
Box 548 Willoughby, Ohio 





NIAGARA BIBLE CONFERENCE 
On Lake Ontario - - Olcott, N. Y. 


“The Vacation with a Blessing” 


Young People’s Conference - July 7 to 21 
Girls’ Camp . . - - July 21 to 28 
Boys’ Camp - - July 28 te August 4 


General and Missionary Conference, August 5 to 19 
For reservations and price, write 
REV. KENNETH MUCK 
18 Selem Street Springfield, Mass. 


CAMP - ot - eo - WOODS 
Physical and Spiritual Strength for Victory 


Healthful recreation Nationally known speakers 
45th Season June 30 - September 4 
Illustrated literature free 
Address: George F. Tibbitts 
Speculator, Hi nilton County New York 
(In the Adirondack Park) 





Montrose Bible Conference 
July 2 to September 3 
A Great Bible Conference presenting 
A GREAT SAVIOUR 


in the heart of the Great Blue Ridge Mountains of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. “Write for Booklet. 


Address: W. Douglas Roe, Executive Secretary 
Montrose Bible Conference Montrose, Pa. 





OLD ORCHARD CONVENTION 
' Old Orchard, Maine 


AUGUST 3 to AUGUST 10 





Address: The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 W. Forty-fourth Street, New York 18, N. Y. 


NEW ENGLAND KESWICK 
' MONTEREY, MASS. 
T. A. Lambie, M.D., President 
Season, June 30 to September 3, 1945 


Combine rest, recreation and spiritual 
refreshing in planning your vacation. 





164 W.. 74th Street New York 23, N. ¥. 





Pinebrook Bible Conference 
Opens June 2... runs through Labor Day 
Wonderful recreation Great speakers 
Boys’ and Girls’ Camps, ages 6 to 14 
Cost, $14 per week 
Write for illustrated pamphlet 


PERCY CRAWFORD 
Box One Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





Tenth Anniversary 


CATSKILL MOUNTAIN 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 
Box 787, Bloomville, N. Y. 
SEPTEMBER 9-16 








The Trect of the Season ~ 





Sacandaga Bible Conference 
Shady Bay Park Broadalbin, N.Y. 
Trué Christian Fellowship 


Speakers: Ayer, Seidenspinner, Gideons, Hagar, 
Armerding, Cole, Open Brethren. 


Rate, $15.00 
Write for Program 





— 


Wabanna Bible Conference 
at Calawassee — Edgewater, Md. 


General Conference, July 30 to Aug. 5 

Student Youth Conference, August 6 to 12 
Youth\Conferences, Aug. 13 to 19; Aug. 27 to Sept. 23 
Ministers and Christian Workers, Aug. 20 to 26 


Prominent speakers Good accommodations 
Send for folder. Write 


W. A. EMMANS 
1227 Trinidad Ave., N. E. Washington, D. C. 
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Halley’ 
iF Pocket 
BIBLE 


HANDBOOK 


16th Edition 676 Pages 


160 Photos and Maps Sise 4442x6221 inches 

The first printing of this edition,—30,000 

copies,—was sold out in less Le a year. A 
second printing is now 


This is an ABBREVIATED BIB 
COMM NTARY. with Notes bak 
(3 the ett ae 
a Though \ 
lines, Bac pet 
Sng won with Side-Lt ts C Relsved ata 
from the annals of Babylon, it, Assyria, 
Persia, and other Ancient Kingdoms, well 
illustrated with Maps and Photographic Re- 
productions. 


Contains an up-to-daté Outline of ARCHAE- 
OLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, some of them 
ae which confirm, supplement 

ihustrate on e le. Gives the story of 
HOW W E BIBLE, Formation of 
Canon, Foor al yes Ancient Manu- 
scripts, Translations, etc. 


has an EPITOME’ OF CHURCH 
HISTORY connecting Bible times with our 
owh, and stories of the Early Church Fathers. 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, Luther, oa 
the Reformation. 


There is nothing published, of its size, or 
price, that covers so wide a range of prac- 
tical and useful Biblical toharmatien. t is 

ally valuable for Sunday School Teach adhets. 


Read These Comments: 


e SUNDAY, SCHOOL Times; 
sort of information that the 


“It contains the 
Christian worker is 
8 notice, yet it. is 
» is a study 
Bible Commentary. Critical "¢ tions ate not 


argued. They are sometimes simply stated, but 
fhe baletice of truth is shown unmistakably to 

on the side reverent and believing 
scholarship.” 


MOODY MONTHLY: 


aan ee: mines 
chronology, 


summaries Bible t. - " mape, and a, 7 
tounding amount of related material make this 
bias little book a real compendium for Bible 


OR. IVAN penevis GRIMSHAW, Literary 
sow of TH OTE aad VOICE, Pre- 

of ‘a at American tn- 
formations Pidieal Ultra iagheld, Mats. : “The 
best oa Biblical 39m in the English 
languag There is no better help toward 
the eaderetending ef the Word of ,God.” 


oF at DA 8. mass. Editor of the cunts. 
AN For genéral background in- 
formation on the Bible I have seen no better 
book. . It is scholarly and readable (some- 
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place in the Temple worship. Daniel, 
though a captive in a foreign land, chose 
to abstain from the king’s dainties and 
became the highly honored representa- 
tive of Almighty God in the court of 
a heathen potentate. 

John the Baptist chose to decrease, 
that his Lord might increase, and Jesus 
named him the greatest among men. 
Peter and John and Andrew chose to 
lay down their nets and become “fishers 
of men” in blessed companionship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Judas chose to 
betray his Lord for thirty pieces of sil- 
ver, and the poor fellow ended in sui- 
cide and hell. Saul of Tarsus, meeting 
Jesus on the way to Damascus, fell 
down before Him, choosing to lay his 
all at the feet of the Master, and be- 
came the greatest of all the apostles. 

What a wonderful thing, fellows, to 
have the privilege of choosing, and 
choosing now, if, — and it is a big 7— 
one chooses wisely ! 

DENVER, COLo. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Father, we thank Thée that Thou dost 
teach us by many examples the precious 
lessons of forbearance and unselfishness. 
Help u@ to realize the joy of putting 
others first. May we not follow the 
world’s way in seeking the chief seats 
for ourselves, and the choicest privileges 
even to the shutting out of others. May 
we realize that in yielding place and 
privilege to others we are entering into 
the blessed fulfillment of Thy promises 
to the humble and self-denying. Grant 
that we may have no uneasiness when 
others are preferred, but may we exer- 
cise Christian graceé,—in honor prefer- 
ring one another. We ask this in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Some years agn a 
company of travelers on a Mediterranean 
cruise stopped at various seaports where 
all went ashore for sight-seeing. It was 
quite natural that there should be some 
eagerness in picking out automobiles 
that looked especially comfortable in 
the waiting liné of cars. One group 
of travelers decided that they would 





PUTTING CHEERS FIRST 
MY PLAN? 











never try to be first in getting seats for 
these wonderful drives, but would take 
what could be taken without any scram- 
ble. They testified that they had the 
most delightful arrangements on these 
drives, simply by taking things quietly, 
and not trying to get ahead of anybody 
else, They very often found that their 
accommodations were far better than if 
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they had tried to be first. How easy 
it is for us to want to pick out the best 
in sight for ourselves, when God has 
some far bettér blessing held in reserve 
for us if we will only follow His plan 
of putting others first! It is always 
safe to work on the great principlés 
that are laid down in God’s Word. His 
ways are better than our ways. Noth- 
ing is gained rightly if gained by brush- 
ing others aside in a grand scramble 
for what we think is the best. Let us 
pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Abraham Gave Up First Choice 
(Gen. 13:1-12) 
S THE children arrive before class, 
each may be asked to read his story, 
and corrections may be‘made if needed. 
Stories may be posted on the bulletin 
board. How many would like to con- 
tinue the stories of this famous family? 
If enthusiasm is lacking for this as a 
general project, the more capable pupils 
may volunteer individually to make a 
book for one of the following charac- 
ters: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, 
Judah. These books may be illustrated 
with pictures or drawings. 


Show a dish of fruit or candy, enough 
for each member of “the class. Who 
wants first choice? Now, before I pass 
these around, will you tell me just why 
you want first choice? (Probable answer, 
if honest: “So I can get the best one,” 
or “the biggest one.”) Did you ever 
hear of the boy (or girl) who always 
wanted the biggest apple or the best 
thing, and one day his father asked the 
mother to make an unusually large ap- 
ple dumpling for dessert? At dinner, 
when dessert was being served, the boy 
asked for the biggest dumpling, and he 
got it. When he cut it up, instead of 
nice apple inside, he found—what do 
you think—potato! That cured him 
of “the biggest one” habit. 


There are (number) children 
in this class who want first choice, but 
only one can have it. So far as I know 
this biggest one (show it) is the best 
in every way. Suppose I keep it for 
myself and let you have the smaller ones 
instead of my taking what is left. Would 
that be pleasing to God? . 

Let us see how Abram decidéd when 
he had a chance to take the best. In 
Genesis 13:1-5, Donald may show by the 
map what happened, Fulton may explain 
who the three people are, Betty may 
tell two things the verses tell about 
Abram, and George one thing about Lot. 
What must cattle and flocks and herds 
have in order to keep’on living? Grass 
was getting short; and Abram’s herders 
were quarreling with Lot's over the good 
grazing grounds. They would havé to 
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split up and spread out to get more 
room. Abram was the older and the 
richer, so why shouldn’t he have first 
choice of where to go? This is the way 
he settled it—see verses 8, 9. Lot was 
no doubt pleased that Uncle Abram was 
generous enough to give him first choice. 
It didn’t take him long to decide, — the 
rich pasture lands along the Jordan 
River were much more grassy than the 
hilly dry country to the west, — the Jor- 
dan plain for him! (A map showing 
physical features of the country would 
be helpful.) 

So Abram got the worst of it for all 
his generosity. But, no— listen to God’s 
promise — read to the class verses 14-17. 
God tells us not to be selfish. We may 
not see what we are going to get out 
of it, but God won’t let us suffer in the 
end. Abram got poorer pasturage, but 
all the country was his at last. Lot got 
rich pasturage, but bad company in the 
city where he lived; he lost all his prop- 
erty, and only escaped as a refugee when 
the Lord destroyed the city. 

“As ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise” (Luke 
6:31, Memory Verse). Whose rule is 
that? The Lord Jesus’. How did Abram 
live up to it? Now think of things you 
quarreled about yesterday, or even this 
morning. How would you use the rule 
to stop those quarrels? (Class discus- 
sion.) It isn’t easy to live this rule; 
you'll have to have the Lord’s help often. 
Notice what Abram was doing before 
he made his unselfish decision (v. 4). 

Pass the dish of fruit or candy (and 
note results of the lesson !). 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
4 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


BAsIS FOR CHRISTIAN RELATIONSHIPS 


6¢qXOMETIMES missionary partners are 

strangely matched,” a missionary 
friend told me. “A sweet, devout senior 
missionary may be given the compan- 
ionship of an aggressive, independent 
young person who resents advice and 
assistance. Other times an extberant, 
effervescent, surrendered young mission- 
ary with vision and enthusiasm, but no 
experience, will be sent to an austere, 
_ arbitrary older leader who crushes 
hope and aspirations, and discourages 
every expression of joy. Either situa- 
tion is hard to endure.” 

Abram was a wise leader whose love 
for Lot was greater than his love for 
himself. He preferred having Lot sat- 
isfied with his future home rather than 
selfishly selecting the best for himself 
as he might have done, and as many 
other older partners would have done 
(Rom. 12:10). 

What was the situation? It was the 
same old story that has occurred over 
and over again. A quarrel was started 
over land and livestock rights. The serv- 
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ants of Abram and Lot tried to settle 
their differences by fighting. The mas- 
ters settled by a more satisfactory man- 
ner—a method somewhat like that 
which the United Nations are using now, 
a conference of peace. 

Fundamentally, there was no need for 
the fight. There was plenty of good land 
and resources for both partners. It 
was a matter of fair distribution and 
personal preference, and perhaps not a 
deal of difference in that. Abram, 
wise, loving uncle, was more con- 
cerned in seeing his orphaned nephew 
happy than in seeking gain for himself. 

Think of differences and disputes that 
have arisen between yourself and others. 
How did you settle them? Is the way 
of love always the most sensible manner 
of arbitration? Would this be true alike 
in business dealings, neighborhood bick- 
erings, and personal affairs? Give ex- 
amples. 

What prompted this method of love 
in the case of Abram? He had fortified 
himself for emergencies at the altar 
where he met with God; sought forgive- 
ness for past mistakes (Gen. 12:10-20); 
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dedicated his possessions to God; and 
surrendered his will to the higher, wiser 
will of God. Because his own heart 
was honest, he could trust God to work 
all things together for good no matter 
how threatening the situation. 


Can this approach of prayer and un- 
selfish love always be used? When 
these means have been neglected, sterner 
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measures must be taken. Surely if there 
had been more prayer for the Japanese, 
accompanied with loving, consecrated 
endeavor to win them to the Saviour, 
we might have been ‘spared much of 
DE ________ 
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our present sorrow. However, the heart 
of Japan. could not be trusted as Abram 
trusted the heart of Lot. 

Was Lot selfish in his choice? His 
mistake was not so much that of trying 
to appropriate the best land for him- 
self. Good land was left for his Uncle 
Abram, too. His mistake came when 
he established: his home in the vicinity 
of sinners. The very reason God had 
called this family out of Ur was te have 
them live separated lives. 

Make an outline of the devotional 
selection (1 John 3:13-24). Discuss: 

The “world” is amazed at sincere 
Christian conduct. 

Loving others in preference to self is 
not a popular pastime. 

How much of self dare we give in 
sacrificial service to our neighbors? 

Only an honest heart can understand 
God’s honesty. 3 

Victory is a result of consistent, con- 
secutive knee-action. 

Two requisites for answered prayer: 
Believe in Christ as the Son of God. 
Love one another to the point of 

sacrifice. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 527) 
1. Concern for temporal affairs. 


2. By the unselfish attitude of Abram, who 
allowed Lot to choose for himself. 

3. Abram had been having communion 
with God. 


4. In his unselfish love, Abraham wanted 
his nephew Lot to be happy, and in his 
devotion to God, he wanted God’s best 
choice for himself (Psa. 37:5). 


5. Lot’s mistake was in pitching “his tent 
toward Sodom” and sinners. 


6. The worldiy tendency of his heart. 


7. God enlarged the promises given be- 
fore, now that Abram had completely 
obeyed Him, in separating from fa:nily and 
kindred. 


8. To be so occupied with heavenly things 
that earthly gain or loss will be of little 
importance to us. 

we 


The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 22 


Let’s Have Fun! 
y (Eccles. 11:9; Col. 3:17) 


N THE common use of the two words 

“fun” and “joy,” “joy” has the deeper 
and more enduring quality. “Fun” is 
often short-lived. It ig: often associ- 
ated with merriment or laughter. Some- 
times it has unpleasant “associations, as 
for instance, when a boy says he is 
having “fun” tormenting a dumb ani- 
mal, or pulling wings off butterflies, or 
pinching his little sister, Even among 


” 
adults, “fun” may have unwholesome 
associations. Some folks think they are 
having fun when they become trunk 
with intoxicants. Some call the destruc- 
tion of property, and rowdyism “fun.” 

Generally speaking, the word “joy” has 
more wholesome associations. To the 
believer, true joy is the product of the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the life 
(Gal. 5:22, 23). It is a quality not de- 
pendent. upon outward circumstances, 
but upon fellowship with the Lord Jesus. 

In fact, joy in the heart and in’ the 
experience of the believer is the normal 
Christian state. Notice that this does 
not-mean necessarily the average Chris- 
tian state. Sometimes, the average seems 
to tend toward the opposite. Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas used to say that he 
sometimes felt that Christians read their 
Bibles as though Paul had written, 
“Groan in the Lord alway: and again I 
say; Groan” (Phil. 4:4). 

+ 4 

However, our topic this week is evi- 
dently intended to turn our thoughts 
to the guiding and controlling of our 
summertime fun and recreation, as 
Christian young people. Are there prin- 
ciples that will help us choose the right 
kind of fun and recreation, and that 
will cause us to feel, at the close of 
the summer season, that our fun and 
recreation have been profitable as well 
as truly enjoyable? 

Three important tests may be applied 
to all our fun and recreation. The first 
is, “Is it Christlike toward others?” Any 
fun or recreation that is indulged in at 
the expense of someone else cannot be 
Christlike, and cannot bring us real 
joy. We may provoke considerable 
hilarity and merriment by making fun 
of someone else, or by holding others up 
to ridicule. But that kind of fun not 
only injures our Christian testimony, it 
does something to our innermost being 
that is injurious and destructive. 

Recreation, no matter how healthful 
or enjoyable it may seem, when bought 
at the price of lack of consideration of 
others, or disappointment or hardship 
for others, cannot truly re-create. In- 
stead, it will have a peculiarly withering 
effect upon our spiritual life. Have 
you ever known of a Christian girl who 
was willing to let her mother work and 
sacrifice and deny herself, in order that 
she might have an expensive vacation 
with some of her girl friends? Have 
you ever known of a young man who 
upset the plans of his family or of 
some of his friends in order to do just 
what he wanted to do in vacation time? 

ve 

Another test of the right kindof fun 
and recreation is, “Is it truly helpful to 
myself, as a Christian?” Any fun or 
recreation that leaves us: exhausted in 
health or strength and unfit to carry on 
our regular work or responsibilities 
cannot be wholesome. If, in any way, 
our fun or recreation injures the mind 
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or body, then certainly it has no place 
in the schedule of the Christian, for 
God’s Word plainly teaches us that these 
bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Cor. 6:19). 

But sometimes while not directly in- 
jurious in themselves, some kinds of fun 
or recreation may not be wholesome or 
expedient. Many sports are excellent 
for normal young people, but if they 
are indulged in at the expense of one’s 
mental training, or allowed to absorb 
so much of our time that we have none 


left for more important things, then * 


they may actually become injurious by 
making us unbalanced. Summertime is 
an excellent opportunity for many to 
improve in bodily health as well as in 
mental equipment. To engage in a 
recreation that leads us to neglect one 
at the expense of another, even in other- 
wise harmless activities, is just as fool- 
ish as to indulge in activities that are 
directly harmful. 
we 


Finally, but by no means least in im- 
portance is the test, “Is this recreation 
or fun God’s will, and will it contribute 
toward a better knowledge of Him?” 
Some young people shy off from this 
test in the fear that God wants His chil- 
dren to indulge only in dull, unpleasant, 
or “religious” activities. Nothing can 
be farther from the truth. God has made 
us, and He knows infinitely better than 
we can what will bring us true joy and 
‘pleasure. He wants us to have the very 

“best, with no after sting or disappoint- 
ment. Let us, therefore, seek first the 

“Kingdom of God and His righteousness 
with confident assurance that He will 
add the best and finest of good times 
that will more than satisfy. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the Internetional 


Lessons, ‘issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
July 16 to 21 


Mon,.—Genesis 15:1-9. 

Abraham’s Unselfish Spirit. 
Prayer Succzsrions: \“Separate thyself, 
I pray thee, from me: if thou will take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if thou depart to the right hand, then 
I will go to the left.” Satan watches 
our likes and dislikes and so shapes his 
temptations. He studies our choices 
so as to present his lures. An unselfish 
man gives the great adversary a severe 
jolt. Abraham’s unselfishness defeated 
Satan’s scheme to weaken his testimony. 
Paul pointed *out a sad situation to the 
Philippians (2:21): “All seek their own, 
not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” 
If we are guided by the Spirit of God, 
we will choose the will of God. Pray 
for the Student Foreign Missions Fel- 
lowship, 214 N. Hale St., Wheaton, IIl. 


Tues.—Genesis 13:10-13. Lot’s Selfish Spirit. 

PRAYER Suacestions: “Lot chose him all 
the plain of Jordan.” Self-interest led 
Lot to pitch his tent toward Sodom. 
Desire to gain advantage, if allowed to 
govern our choices, will ruin us as it 
did Lot. Short gains are often pursued 
at the expense of eternal profit. What 
glorifies God, not what we will gain, 
should determine all our choices. Pray 
for the Daniel Community Center, 1776 
Ellis St., San Francisco. 


Wed.—Genesis 14:13-16, Abraham Helps Lot. 
PravEeR Svuccestions: “When Abram 
heard that his brother was taken cap- 
tive, he armed his trained servants .. ~ 
and pursued . . ..and he brought back 
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all.” As soon as Abraham knew of Lot’s 
trouble,. he was there to help. Love 
finds harids and opportunity to help folks 
in distress. Our Lord Jesus (as the 
hymn says) “flew” to our “relief.” Let 
His love move you to do your best for 
His Church and for hearts and souls. 
Pray for the Saskatoon Bible College, 
Saskatoon, Sask., Can. 


Thurs.—Mark 3:31-35. Spiritual Kinship. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother.” You 
are in God’s family when you receive 
and obey the Lord Jesus Christ. Do- 
ing of the will of God gives proof of 
this relationship. Have you obeyed 
Christ’s “come unto me” and have you 
“believed on the name of the Son of 
God”? The Lord knows His own. The 
world knows them by the way they “de- 
part from iniquity.” Pray for Lee Me- 
morial Mission, 13 Wellington Sq., Cal- 
cutta, India. 


Fri.—Mark 12:28-34, Duty to Neighbors. 
Prayer Succestions: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.” Unless you 
know what God expects you to do to 
your neighbor, you will not be able 
to fulfill His will. Knowledge of duty 
to neighbors is detailed in such books as 
the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms. 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes especially deal 
with this duty in detail. And the latter 
half of each of the Epistles tells our 
duty to others. When you know what 
God wants you to do, you have an ob- 
ligation. Responsibility and accountabil- 


ity to God are badly overlooked by many 


Christians. How is it with you, reader? 
* Pray for Alaska Evangelization Society, 
7528 S. Morgan St., Chicago 20. 


Sat.—Luke 6:27-35, Duty to Enemies. 

PRAYER SuccESTIONS: “Love your ene- 
mies, do good to them which hate you.” 
Our Lord did so to the worst of enemies. 
The apostles and martyrs prayed for 
men who did them wrong. If we have 
the Spirit of Christ we will do the same. 
Do you have some people that hate you? 
How much do you put yourself out to 
do them a good turn? Pray for Biblical 
Research Society, Inc., 4417 Berenice 
Ave., Los Angeles 31. 


Sun.—Leviticus 19:33-37, Duty to Strangers. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “Thou shalt 
love him [the stranger] as thyself.” 
The common thing is to take advan- 
tage of strangers. Wicked men say, 
“We'll never see them again.” But 


they will. In the day of accounts ‘qq ~ 
the deceiver and the deceived will |@ z= 
be there. Those who vex strangers (oe 


bring down the wrath of God upon | 
their own heads. “The eyes of the {| 
Lord are in every place, beholding 
the evil and the good.” Be kind to 
foreigners, and you will honor God 
and be kind to yourself. Pray for <.; 
the Nurse’s Christian Fellowship, Box ; 
3255, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
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